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Gamil Ratihin
early years of
his acting ca-
reer, in Co-
médie-
Francaise.

Egyptian actor Gamil Ratib was and remains one of the most
celebrated actors in the Egyptian film history.

Born in Cairo in 1926, Ratib travelled to France for his univer-
sity studies in law. He later joined the eminent Comédie-
Francaise and made his film debut in I Am The East (1946), star-
ring the French actress Claude Godard and a number of renowned
Egyptian actors of the time, including Hussein Riad and Saad Ar-
dash.

Over the course of his over six-decades-long career, Ratib
starred in dozens of films (in France, Egypt and Tunisia), televi-
sion series and plays.

His film appearances include playing the role of Majid in the
1962 Oscar-winning historical drama film Lawrence of Arabia
(directed by David Lean), opposite Peter O’Toole (as T.E. Law-
rence), Alec Guinness (Prince Faisal), Anthony Quinn (Auda
Abu Tayi) as well as another Egyptian and later on international

amil Ratifi

28 Novemher 1926 -19 Sentem&‘ﬁer 2018

By Amina Abdel-Halim

ly renowned actor, Omar Sharif (Sherif Ali).

Upon his return to Egypt in the 1970s, Ratib worked alongside
many prominent directors, including Aly Badrakhan, Youssef
Chahine, Yousry Nasrallah, to name but a few.

He received the French Legion d’Honneur de Grade de Cheva-
lier (1995) — the highest award of merit in the country — for his
vast contribution to French cinema and was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award at the Dubai International Film Festival
(2011).

Ratib worked till the very end of his life, with last appearances
being in the television series such as Jews' Alley (Egypt, 2015),
Le sang de la vigne (France, 2011) and a role in Bélint Kenyeres’
film Hier (Hungary, 2018).

He passed away in September of this year at the age of 92, leav-
ing behind a stunning legacy of artistic achievements and distinc-
tions.
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Agenda: Wednesday 21 November

Cairo Opera House, Main Hall, Zamalek International Panorama L b
330pm: The Apollo ofGala Foloa P oF MINISTRY OF CULTURE
12pm: Donbass Switzerland / Canada
Germany[/ Ukraine[/ France International Panorama
Main Competition 6.30pm: The Benefit of the Doubt the .
3pm: Euphoria Belgium / France / Switzerland I]”
Italy International Panorama B@] @ﬁﬂ[ﬁ]
Main Competition 9pm: Put Grandma in the Freezer
6.30pm: An Unexpected Love Italy
Argentina International Panorama Daily Bulletin by
Special Screenings
9pm: Papillon Cinema Karim, Hall 1 CIFF
USA / Czech Republic[/Spain 15 Emad El-Deen street, Downtown
Official Selection out of Competition g}[;rergcle(azantzakis English-language
Cairo Opera House, Small Hall, Zamalek International Panorama
12pm: The Prayer 330pm: Via Carpatia Festival President
France Poland / Czech
International Panorama International Panorama Mohamed Heny
3pm: Amra and the Second Marriage 6.30pm: Nancy
Saudi Arabia USA
Arab Horizons Competition International Panorama Artistic Director
6.30pm: Aga 9.30pm: The Place Y. Cherif Rizkalla
Bulgaria / Germany / France Italy
Critics Week International Panorama .
9pm: Border The bulletin team
Sweden / Denmark Cinema Karim, Hall 2 .
Official Selection out of Competition 15 Emad El-Deen street, Downtown Editor
Ipm: The Silence of Others Ati Metwaly
Cairo O, ﬁera House, Spain
Open Air Theatre, Zamalek International Panorama Deputy Editor
6.30pm: .Screening of Afarit El-Asfalt (Egypt) / honoring of 330pm: Petra Adham Youssef
the Egyptian actor Hassan Hosny Spain / France / Denmark
9pm: Screening of El Selem w El The'aban (Egypt) / honoring International Panorama
of the Egyptian composer Hesham Nazih 6.30pm: Domestique Contributors
Czech / Slovakia ) )
Hanager Theatre International Panorama Amina Abdel-Halim
Cairo Opera House grounds, Zamalek 9.30pm: Fortuna Mohamed Tarek
12pm: The Wife Switzerland / Germany i
Sweden / USA / UK International Panorama Soha Elsirgany
International Panorama Hana Afifi
3.30pm: Genesis Cinema Zamalek
Hungary 13 Shagaret El Dor street, Zamalek

International Panorama Ipm: Alice T Photographers
6.30pm: Daughter of Mine ames Romania / Sweden / France
Italy / Germany / Switzerland International Panorama

M. Al-Maymouny

International Panorama 3.30pm: Florianopolis Dream Emad Abdel-Rahman
9pm: Cactus Flower Argentina / Brazil / France Abdalla Mahmoud
Egypt International Panorama

New Egyptian Cinema 7pm: Green Book Mostafa Hegazy

Creativity Centre Romania / Sweden / USA

Cairo Opera House grounds, Zamalek " Opening Film Art Director
12pm: Candelaria 10pm: One of These Days Mohamed Attia
Colombia / Germany / Norway / Ar- § Lebanon

gentina /Cuba International Panorama

International Panorama 12am: Savage

3.30pm: Battle for Sevastopol Spain Printing and
Russia Midnight Screenings implementation

Russian Focus

6.30pm: All Alone Cinema Galaxy @

Croatia Mall of Arabia, 26th of July Corridor, 6th of October city
International Panorama 3.30pm: Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story
9pm: Lemonade USA Elamal Company
Romania / Canada / Germany / Sweden International Panorama Waleed Yousry
International Panorama 6.30pm: Elephants Can Play Football
Russia
Hanager Cinema Russian Focus
Cairo Opera House grounds, Zamalek 9.30pm: Alone At My Wedding
12pm: Beast Belgium

UK International Panorama




(Zahret El-Sabar,
Egypt/UAE/
Norway)

New Egyptian
Cinema

Director: Hala El-
Koussy
Screenplay: Hala
El-Koussy

Cast: Menha El-
Batroui, Salma
Samy, Marwan
Alazab, Arfa Ab-
del Rassoul
Release date:
2017

Duration:
104mins

The film won
Muhr Award for
the Best Actress
(Menha El-
Batroui) at the
Dubai Interna-
tional Film Festi-
val 2017 and was
nominated for the
Best Actor (Mar-
wan Alazab) at
the same festival.
The film was also
nominated for the
Best First Film
and Best Film at
the Rotterdam In-
ternational Film
Festival 2017
Screening times:
21 November at
9pm — Hanager
Arts Centre, Cai-
ro Opera
Grounds

22 November at
3.30pm - Cinema
Karim 2

issue No.1
21 Nov.2018

www_ciff.org.eq

08

Cactus Flower

When the marginalized roam post-2011 Gairo

A By Adham Youssef

The storytelling process in Cactus
Flower, the director Hala El-Koussy’s
first feature film, is “classic.” It fol-
lows two Egyptian women from the
fading middle class: a former bour-
geois, but now an impoverished ageing
woman, Sameha (Menha El-Batroui),
and a young wannabe actress Aida
(Salma Sami), struggling to find shel-
ter in an ever tense Cairo after being
evicted from their home.

Cactus Flower highlights the exqui-
site richness that can be found in the
borderline area between the visual arts
and film.

While the film speaks for the cause
of feminism, it is dealing with the
cause of a whole society with no divi-
sions as it addresses the broader issue
of all the marginalized individuals in
general.

We see “the weakest” who are over-
whelmed, including old people and
women living on their own. As such, I

wouldn’t call the film to have a femi-
nist approach, but rather a feminine
approach.

Aida’s struggle to find a place in the
field of acting and arts is not ap-
proached from the perspective of seek-
ing fame, but rather as a tool to break
from several different restrictions:
family, career, a cold relationship, oth-
ers’ morals, or simply life in Cairo.

One of the "dream sequences" that
El-Koussy used as a technique to shift
back and forth between reality and fan-
tasy shows young Aida forced to pose
for a picture by her mom... and fail-
ing. The sequence shifts back to reality
with her auditioning for posh products
and gated communities’ TV commer-
cials. She also fails, with the producer
saying she is not classy enough for the
role.

The first half of the film shifts back
and forth between reality and EI-
Koussy’s artistic representations of

Aida’s inner voice, which is theatrical-
ly and colorfully crafted, mixing
dance, music, and monologues.

The very tender and sincere perfor-
mance of actress Salma Sami, in addi-
tion to her natural appearance and
clothing, made her character Aida the
spearhead of El-Koussy’s script.

On the other hand, there is an inter-
esting and compelling character of Sa-
meha, whose dialogues reveal that she
had lived a “wild life” in her youth.
Her background is not known, but her
attitude towards the status quo gives us
some hints.

Sameha praises what Cairo used to
be, gets nostalgic about her love life,
and rebels against the current situation
despite being poor and homeless.

The chemistry and solidarity be-
tween the two characters, as well as
the richness of their personal details,
are brilliantly tailored within the
script.
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A By Mohamed Tarek

Amra and the Second Marriage:
Saudi Arahia unveiled

After his debut Barakah Meets Bara-
kah, Saudi director Mahmoud Sabbagh
presents his second work, a feature film
titled Amra and the Second Marriage.

The film reveals several aspects of the
contemporary life in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, breaking the established
stereotypes and clichés, not avoiding
criticism of the country’s conditions in
an astonishing visual narrative.

The film depicts the story of Amra, a
middle aged married woman, and a
mother of three daughters. Amra’s hus-
band decides to marry another young
woman in order to bear him his desired
son. From that point we go into a jour-
ney full of chronicles of Amra’s search
for salvation from this ungrateful situa-
tion she was put in.

In the opening scene, we see in a wide
shot, a man leading a group of camels,

FILM: The Apollo of Gaza
(Switzerland / Canada)
International Panorama
Director: Nicolas Wadimoff

Screenplay: Nicolas Wadimoff, Beatrice Guelpa (co-writer)

Release date: 2018

with factories’ smokestacks pumping
smoke in the background. The scene is a
brilliant metaphorical comparison be-
tween two faces of Saudi Arabia: the
modernity which is currently taking over
the Saudi society versus the traditional
bedouin life that is heavily influenced by
Islamic culture.

Divided into chapters, the film unveils
Amra’s attempts to stop her husband’s
second marriage. She is advised by an
old opportunistic Muslim cleric to try re-
citing an Istikhara prayer (a prayer of
guidance recited during times of indeci-
sion). She also reaches out to modern so-
lutions such as online coaching, and get-
ting help from a feminist NGO.

New generation is represented through
the three daughters: the desperate oldest
one, the careless middle daughter and the
youngest one who keeps practicing piano

FILM: Snakes and Ladders (El
Selem W El-Te’'aban)

(Egypt)

regardless of conditions surrounding her.

Through those characters, we are of-
fered a picture of the current condition in
Saudi Arabia: Amra husband’s authority
and neglect, the older daughters who fail
in their attempts to change the world and
the hope that comes with art practiced by
the youngest daughter.

Beside the well written script, one can
observe the significant use of visual ele-
ments such as the Saudi culture arche-
types (the two swords of the flag), or the
insert of surreal dreamlike visuals such
as black veiled women burying their
heads into the sand, or dreams of Amra
herself. The film is Mahmoud Sabbagh’s
important documentation of one segment
of his country’s history captured through
cinema. It definitely raises our interest to
see more of such productions from other
Saudi aspiring directors.

Honoring composer Hesham Nazih
Director: Tareq El-Iryan

Screenplay: Tareq El-Iryan and Mohamed Hefzy
Cast: Hani Salama, Hala Sheha, Ahmad Helmy

Music: Hesham Nazih

g
iy

NVEMBER 2010

INTERNATIONAL
L FILM FESTIVAL

(Saudi Arabia)
Arab Horizons
Competition
Director: Mah-
moud Sabbagh
Release date:
2018

Duration: 95mins
Screening times:
21 November at
3.30pm — Small
Hall, Cairo Opera
House

22 November at
9.30pm — Cinema
Karim 1

23 November at
7pm - Cinema
Zamalek

Duration: 80mins

The film screens at 3.30pm — Hanager Cinema, Cairo Opera

Grounds

Release date: 2001
Duration: 120mins
The film screens at 9pm — Open Air Theatre, Cairo Opera House
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(Italy)

Main Competi-
tion

Director: Valeria
Golino
Screenplay: Fran-
cesca Marciano,
Valia Santella,
Valeria Golino
Cast: Riccardo
Scamarcio, Vale-
rio Mastandrea,
Isabella Ferrari,
Valentina Cervi
Release date:
2018

Duration:
104mins

The film was
nominated for the
Queer Palm and
Un Certain Re-
gard Award at
the Cannes Film
Festival(12018

issue No.1
21 Nov.2018

www_ciff.org.eq

06

Euforia

By: Soha Elsirgany

The Italian family drama Euforia is
both poignant and lighthearted, as it
brings together two very different
brothers who find a way to reconnect
during difficult times.

The brothers are almost polar oppo-
sites. Matteo is charming, dynamic
and fun loving, with a successful,
glamorous career in Rome and a hap-
py-go-lucky attitude. Ettore is a more
somber, cautious, ‘a normal man’ as
he puts it: married with two children.
He stayed in the small town they were
born in, where he works as a college
professor.

We learn very early on that Ettore
has a tumor, leading Matteo to leave
his work and take care of his brother.
Neither the Euforia’s plot is surprising

nor is it unpredictable; the characters
and their dynamics are what carries
this film through, making it a heart-
warming reflection on family, termi-
nal illness, and acceptance of the oth-
er.

Euforia opens lightheartedly, with a
scene of a naked man dancing in the
bathroom. Even as the subject gets
more serious, the film maintains this
lightheartedness that serves to relieve
the difficult conversations in the film,
for both the characters and the view-
ers.

We are made to associate more with
Matteo, as we spend more time in his
world and his apartment, with Ettore
as a guest. The latter feels crippled by
his illness, and uncomfortable that his

Highlights of the day weanesuay 21 xovember 2018

FILM: Donbass RNy
(Germany / Ukraine / France / m‘\f "
Netherlands / Romania) LA
Competition L

Director: Sergei Loznitsa

FILM: One of These Days

brother is now acting ‘responsible’ for
his wellbeing.

We can see how Matteo is trying to
hide the realities from Ettore to keep
depression at bay. He uses his quick-
wits and bright-side perspective that
made him so successful in his work,
yet it proves more complicated when
it comes to Ettore. In spite of his best
intentions, they get into arguments
and fights as their different ways of
dealing with the situation and their
characters clash.

Between the warmth of Italian fami-
ly dinners, and the hospitals’ cold cor-
ridors, the two find their relationship
developing as their contrasting natures
begin to make way for connection, ac-
ceptance and friendship.

Screenplay: Sergei Loznitsa

Cast: Boris Kamorzin, Vale-
riu Andriuta, Tamara Yatsen-
ko, Liudmila Smorodina

Release date: 2018

Duration: 110mins

The film won Jury Prize for Best Film at Batumi International
ArtHouse Film Festival 2018, Un Certain Regard - Directing Prize
(Sergei Loznitsa) at Cannes Film Festival 2018 and Best Feature
Film and Best Director at Ukrainian Film Critics Awards 2018; and
was awarded several nominations

The film screens at 9pm — Main Hall, Cairo Opera House.

(Lebanon)

International Panorama

Director: Nadim Tabet

Screenplay: Nadim Tabet

Cast: Manal Issa, Yumna Marwan, Reine Salameh, Panos Apra-
hamian

Release date: 2017

Duration: 90mins

The film won was awarded nominated for the Best Narrative Fea-
ture at Calcutta International Cult Film Festival (2018)

The film screens at 10pm — Cinema Zamalek.
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dio Masr and privatization.

On the other hand, we added the
Audience Award and the Best Arab
Film Award, with cash prizes of USD
20,000 and USD 50,000 respectively.
I think these will encourage the film-
makers to find incentives to bring
films to the Cairo Film Festival rather
than look into other festivals in Egypt
and the region.

We also added the Midnight Sec-
tion with seven horror, thriller and
genre-films screening at midnight in
Zamalek cinema.

We are very proud to be the first
Egyptian festival and second in the
region to have a Virtual Reality (VR)
section. It is an important step. This
year, it is not competitive yet, but
next year we are aiming to make it a
competitive section.

We cooperate with the foreign pro-
gramming consultants, who bring the
best films from their regions, be it
Latin America, Europe, etc.

This year we have Russian Focus
section with ten films, one of which
is in the competition. We cooperate
with the Shanghai Film Festival: ex-
change of information, ideas with
them.

So we are really reaching out, try-
ing to make the CIFF more interna-
tional, more diverse and more inter-
esting.

Q: And what do you think makes
the festival stand out on the interna-
tional level?

MH: It is about the role the festival
plays in the community. Apart of
screening films, the festival should be
an enabler, a driver that moves the in-
dustry forward, a platform that offers
a real exchange of ideas and opportu-
nities for co-production, sales and

distribution.

It is about helping the filmmakers
and supporting their careers, so their
films get also better.

Q: You have been working in the
film industry as a producer and
scriptwriter for 15 years now. How
do you see the role of independent
cinema evolving in Egypt?

MH: It 1is definitely making
progress. I think the Egyptian cinema
is well-represented around the world
and each year our films get some
spotlight. This year, we have Abu
Bakr Shawky’s Yomeddine which al-
ready garnered several awards, Ah-
mad Abdalla’s EXT.Night (Lail
Khargi) which premiered at the To-
ronto International Film Festival, not
to forget numerous other successes of
the Egyptian filmmakers. Nowadays,
you have at least two or three films
from Egypt which find their place
within international A-Festivals.

Of course, that’s not enough. We
should be competing for big prizes;
we should be able to distribute these
films internationally and try to reach
out more on a commercial level, not
only on cultural one.

We need a good base for diffusing
these films internationally and that’s
not going to happen easily without a
co-production. Egypt has only one
co-production treaty with France and
it is rarely used. There should be
more treaties so films can qualify for
a support from other countries.

Of course, Egypt’s Ministry of Cul-
ture should support a co-production
as well. It is a two-way relationship.
This is really the only way to be able
to distribute our films and to screen
them to a wider audience, outside the
country.

Mohamed Hefry:
President of the 40th edition
of the Cairo International
Film Festival |

Born in 1975, Mohamed Hefzy is the youngest
President of the Cairo International Film Festival
(CIFF), to be ever appointed for this post.

One of the most prominent sériptwriters and
producers in the Arab world, Hefzy is the
founder and managing director of Film Clinic
(2005-date), considered one of tlie leading devel-
opment and production companies in the MENA
region. Through Film Clinic, Hefzy produced
and co-produced over 30 films in Egypt, the US,
the UK and the Arab world, many of which were
screened at the prestigious international festivals,
garnered numerous awards or hecame Egyptian
entry for the Best Foreign Language Film at the
Academy Awards (Clash in 2016; Sheikh Jackson
in 2017, Yomeddine in 2018).

Hefzy’s portfolio as a scriptwriter includes
Snakes And Ladders (El Selems W El-Teeban,
2001); Tito (2004); Private Alekxandria (Malaki
Eskenderia, 2005), which earned him the Best
Screenwriter Award from the Egyptian Catholic
Center Cinema Festival; 45 Days (45 Youm), for
which he received the Best Screenwriter Award
at the Egyptian Oscars (2007); El Tourbini
(2007); Warda (2014), the first film to be created
in found-footage style in the Arah world; From A
to B which screened at the opening ceremony of
the Abu Dhabi Film Festival (20i14), etc; some of
those films he also produced.

Hefzy was a jury member at iseveral interna-
tional film festivals, including CIFF (2010), the
Tropfest Arabia (2011), Abu Dhabi Film Festival
(2012). Most recently, he was a jjury member of
Horizons (Orizzonti) Section of ;the 75th Venice
International Film Festival (2018). He was ap-
pointed as festival director of the 16th and 17th
editions of the Ismailia International Film Festi-
val for Documentaries and Shorts.

Hefzy represented the Egyptian film industry at
the Success Stories of Arab Producers Forum
that took place on the sidelinesiof the Manarat
Mediterranean Film Festival in Tunisia and took
part as a guest in many panel discussions at other
international festivals, including the Berlin Inter-
national Film Festival (2017) and the Dubai In-
ternational Film Festival (2016).
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Mohamed Helzy:

"The 40th Gairo International Film Festival's
content is not only about films hut also ahout
dynamics of the cinema industry.”

Conducted by Hana Afifi

Mohamed Hefzy, the president of
40th Cairo International Film Fes-

tival talks about what is new this
year and what makes this edition
stand out.

Question (Q):

As the President of the festival’s
40th edition, what do you want peo-
ple to take from the CIFF?

Mohamed Hefzy (MH): I hope that
people will be in a festive mood and
will watch films and attend the pan-
els.

I want people to really remember
this festival as a festival where the
content is more important than the
show itself. The content is not only
about films but also about dynamics
of the cinema industry, the latter be-
ing very important for us this year. It
is an opportunity that should be tak-
en. We give free accreditations to the
professionals working in the cinema
industry.

The people who are taking care of
the industry have been doing a great
job, working so hard to create oppor-
tunities for the Egyptian filmmakers

and professionals working in the cin-
ema and TV, helping them gain expe-
rience and interact with some of the
top artists from this field across the
world.

In this sense, we are trying to re-
brand the festival, to make it differ-
ent. I hope people will see there is a
festival in town, that we raise their in-
terest in cinema and the industry at
large.

We also want to revive connection
between the CIFF and the internation-
al scene. It is important to be active
locally, but also it is vital to have a
strong presence outside of Egypt. The
festival used to have great links with
the international film community, but
they have been lost over the past dec-
ade. It’s time to restore them.

Q: How is the festival intending to
engage with the industry?

MH: We do it in a variety of ways.
This year, we have the Global Media
Makers Summit, the Cairo Film Con-
nection, the master-classes and work-
shops, etc.

All of that is part of the “Cairo In-
dustry Days,” a five-day event taking
place throughout the second half of
the festival, between 25 and 29 No-

vember.

The Cairo Film Connection in-
cludes workshops, master-classes,
seminars, and panels.

Q: How is the festival’s program-
ming different this year?

MH: We are trying to be more ag-
gressive in getting and encouraging
filmmakers, especially from the inde-
pendent sector in Egypt and the re-
gion, to be part of the festival.

There has been a gap between the
independent filmmakers in Egypt and
the festival, especially on the level of
programming. It’s a shame as there
are so many good films being made
by those filmmakers. This year, we
want to tell them “this festival is your
festival.”

In this context, the festival includes
seven Egyptian films that are very di-
verse and most of them are by the in-
dependent filmmakers: Amir El-
Shenawy, Ahmed Fawzi Saleh, Ah-
med Magdy, among others. Some of
them present their debut work. There
are also films by Khaled El-Hagar
and Ahmad Abdalla. Mona Assaad
for instance screens her debut docu-
mentary titled In Studio Masr, an in-
teresting work which looks into Stu-
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terviews on television.”

Rizkallah praised the efforts of the fes-
tival’s staff, referring to them as the “un-
known soldiers” in preparing for the fes-
tival’s events.

“This 40th edition means we are look-
ing back at the past, as well as towards
the future to see what we can offer to the
festival’s development and strengthen-
ing,” Hefzy said, who invited Egypt
Culture Minister Ines Abdel-Dayem to
inaugurate the festival.

Describing Cairo as the “Hollywood
of the East and the capital of Arab Cine-
ma,” the minister welcomed the guests

PALM HII®

fx

DEVELOPMEE

of the festival, adding that the cinema is
a powerful tool for people around the
world allowing them to talk to each oth-
er.

“Welcome to your second home, the
usual destination that embraces all the
talents in all disciplines, and treats them
with warmth, friendliness, and kindness,
in return for love and respect,” Abdel-
Dayem said.

During the ceremony, the festival hon-
ored veteran Egyptian actors Hassan
Hosny, Samir Sabry, music composer
Hesham Nazih, as well as Russian direc-
tor Pavel Lungin.

.L.J.

Danish director Bille August who will
serve as jury president, welcomed the
audience of the festival saying that they
will have a “busy week” to watch and
enjoy the films. “Cinema helps people
Identify with world's from another dif-
ferent and wider perspectives,” August
said.

As the red carpet photo sessions took
place, several film stars and cinema pro-
fessionals expressed their appreciation
for this edition’s organization and the
easy and smooth access of guests to the
ceremony hall and the premises of the
festival.
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40th edition of Gairo International Film Festival:

By Adham Youssef

Amid celebrative and ambitious envi-
ronment, the Cairo International Film
Festival kicked off its 40th edition at the
main hall of the Cairo Opera House, in
attendance of Egyptian and international
film stars.

?The ceremony which kicked off with
the Egyptian national anthem, featured a
short promotional documentary film
about the beginning of the seventh art in
Egypt’s beautiful city of Alexandria.
The film tells the story of how Alexan-
dria was one of first cities to host cine-
ma houses, and how later Egypt became
the home to several prominent filmmak-

ers.

The film recounted the year 1927,
when a prominent Egyptian economist
Talaat Harb established the Studio Misr
which produced dozens of Egyptian
films, many of which we now call “clas-
sics.”

Introducing the ceremony was veteran
actor and monologist Samir Sabry who
hosted the very first edition to the Cairo
International Film Festival. “Whoever
loves cinema once, will continue to love
it even if 100 million years pass,” Sabry
told the audience.

Egyptian producer and president of the

Cairo International Film Festival, Mo-
hamed Hefzy addressed the audience
and welcomed the government officials
who were present at the ceremony.

Hefzy called upon the audience to at-
tend the programmes and the different
screenings, announcing the inauguration
of the Audience Award which give USD
20,000 to the winner.

Hefzy also honored the prominent film
critic Youssef Cherif Rizkallah, the fes-
tival’s Artistic Director. Hefzy described
Rizkallah as “a person who made sever-
al Egyptians interested in cinema
through his analysis of films and his in-




#fqgélgod he’ween.
sttaml fiturg J '

e-!

= O - B B O T [

- TikTok



	Page 1

